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University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Student Government Association 

Bylaws 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 
 

“The mission of the Student Government Association is to serve the student body of the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette by representing students through a steadfast commitment to 

providing an environment conducive for the pursuit of student engagement; by ensuring 
opportunities for leadership development; and by engaging in student-driven initiatives in 





3 
 

Article One: Membership Qualifications and General Requirements 
 

Article Chapter Summary: (1). General Qualifications; (2). Branch Specific 
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Chapter 
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1. The violation of federal, state, or local laws 
2. The violation of the University Student Code of Conduct or other University Policies 
3. Willful and egregious violation of the SGA Governing Documents 
4. The use of office for corrupt and unethical activities 
5. Gross negligence of duties 
6. Actions that bring SGA into disrepute 

3. Part 3: Submission of Articles of Impeachment 
1. Any senator may submit a proposed Article of Impeachment against a member of the Big Three.  
2. Proposed articles must specify which actions of the accused Big Three constitute grounds for 

impeachment and cite the specific rules and/or principles the alleged actions violate.  
3. The senator must submit the proposed Articles of Impeachment in writing (either electronically or 

physically) to the Senate Chair, the SGA Advisor (Dean of Students), and the SGA Administrative 
Assistant.  

4. Part 4: Process of Impeachment Debate 
1. Initial Process 

i. The Senate Chair shall, within twenty-four (24) hours, formally notify the accused Big 
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ii. Upon receiving the Article(s) of Impeachment, the Chief Justice shall convene a meeting 
of the Judicial Branch with the Senate’s representative, the accused Big Three official, 
and the Dean of Students present. The Judicial Branch shall set a trial date and outline the 
process for the submission of evidence and potential witnesses. 

iii. The Senate representative and the accused Big Three official shall have at least five (5) 
business days from the end of this meeting to submit any briefs, evidence, and the names 
of potential witnesses to the Judicial Branch. Any submitted evidence must be made 
available for all parties to view.  

2. Impeachment Trial 
i. The impeachment trial may begin no sooner than four (4) business days after the deadline 

to submit evidence.  
ii. The Judicial Branch may decide whether the impeachment trial will be open or closed to 

the public. Members of the SGA are automatically entitled to attend but may be removed 
for causing disruptions.  

iii. The Judicial Branch shall set the parameters for the trial and convey them to all involved 
parties at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the start of the trial. At the minimum, the 
Judicial Branch must allow each side five (5) minutes to present opening statements, ten 
(10) minutes to present and discuss evidence, and five (5) minutes to make closing 
arguments. The Judicial Branch must give each side equal time and opportunities.  

iv. The Judicial Branch may invite, at either sides request, a witness to testify, but it does not 
have the power to compel any individual to appear as a witness. All parties shall have the 
right to cross-examine witnesses.  

v. Justices may pose questions to the Senate’s representative, the accused or their 
designated representative, or witnesses. The Judicial Branch may also seek the 
confidential guidance of the SGA Advisor (Dean of Students) and the Judicial Branch 
advisor. No other member of SGA may pose questions or substantively participate in the 
trial.  

3. Conclusion of Trial and Punishment 
i. Following the conclusion of the trial, the Judicial Branch shall retire and consider 

amongst themselves the evidence provided. No member of the SGA except Justices may 
attend these deliberations. The SGA Advisor (Dean of Students), Vice-President of 
Student Affairs, Judicial Branch Advisor, and SGA Administrative Assistant may 
observe the deliberations and provide counsel but may not vote.  

ii. The Judicial Branch must publicly reconvene within three (3) business days to deliver its 
verdict. The verdict must be submitted to the SGA Administrative Assistant in writing for 
records preservation.  

iii. 
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6. Part 6: Impeachment is a political process of the SGA and is limited solely to this organization. 
Impeachment, conviction, and punishment by the SGA in no way supersedes the ability of the university or 
governmental entities from pursuing their own cases against the accused for the same offenses.  

 

Section 6: Recall Elections 

1. Part 1: Any official of the Student Government Association may be submitted to a recall election.  A 
petition must be turned in to the Student Government Association Administrative Assistant that contains at 
least ten percent (10%) of the students represented in the respective college for Senators or at least ten 
percent (10%) of the student body for members of the “Big Three.” 

2. Part 2: The Senate shall call a special election within two (2) regular weeks after the petition has been 
turned in.  The questions shall be put before the electorate (as described in Article II, Chapter 1): “Should 
the official in question be recalled?”  If a majority of the electorate decides that the official in question 
should be recalled, the position will be considered vacant and be filled as set forth in these Bylaws. 
 

Chapter 5: Membership Privileges 

Section 1: 
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Article Two: The Executive Branch and Related Items 
 

Article Chapter Summary: (1). General Information; (2). The Big Three; (3). Executive Cabinet; (4). SGA Executive 
Committees; (5). SGA Office and Administrative Staff 

 
Chapter 1: General Information 

 
Section 1: The Executive Branch shall consist of the following components: 

1. Part 1: The Student Body President, Vice-President, and Treasurer, collectively referred to as “The Big 
Three”, directly elected by the Student Body.  

2. Part 2: 
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Section 3: The Student Body Treasurer 
1. Part 1: Shall serve as the chief financial officer of the SGA and have responsibility for all financial matters 

of the organization.  
2. Part 2: Shall serve as an ex-officio non-voting member of the Student Self-Assessed Fee Oversight 

Committee with the final authority to accept or reject referendum reports.  
3. Part 3: Shall maintain at least (6) office hours per regular week during the academic semester.  
4. Part 4: Shall perform all additional executive duties responsible to the office.  

 
 

Chapter 3: The Executive Cabinet 
 
Section 1: The Student Body President shall have the authority to nominate individuals to serve as members of the 
Executive Cabinet. The Executive Cabinet shall not exceed seventeen (17) in number and consist of three statutory 
cabinet secretaries with responsibilities defined by the Bylaws and up to fourteen (14) cabinet secretaries with 
responsibilities defined by the President. 
 
Section 2: Nomination and Confirmation Process 

1. Part 1: Nominees for the Executive Cabinet must meet the basic qualifications for all SGA members at the 
time of their appointment and must maintain eligibility throughout their term of office. 

2. Part 2: The SGA President, after consulting with other members of the Big Three, the SGA Advisor, and 
campus stakeholders, may submit a list of nominees, along with their designated titles and responsibilities, 
to the Council of Presidents for consideration in the form of a resolution. 

3. Part 3: The Council of Presidents shall consider nominations to the Executive Cabinet and may hold 
confirmation hearings. The Council of Presidents shall send the nominations to the Senate along with a 
recommendation of whether the nominees should be confirmed. 

4. Part 4: The Senate shall consider and vote on the nominees. The Senate shall confirm nominees by a simple 
majority of seats filled. Confirmed nominees shall be sworn in by the President at first convenience. 

5. Part 5: Members of the Executive Cabinet shall be entitled to the 
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6. Part 6: Secretaries shall be responsible for any additional responsibilities assigned to them in writing by the 
President. 

 
Section 3: Statutory Cabinet Secretaries 

1. Part 1: The SGA President shall appoint the following three Cabinet positions: Chief-of-
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5. May be empowered, at the invitation of the SGA President, to attend meetings alongside the Big 
Three with university officials and student organizations that are relevant to their area of 
responsibility. 
 

Chapter 4: SGA Executive Committees 
 
Section 1: SGA Executive Committees shall be defined as either:  

1. Part 1: Committees established to oversee the disbursement of funds from SGA accounts funded by Student 
Self-
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Article Three: The Legislative Branch and Related Items 
 

Article Chapters Summary: (1). General Information; (2). Senate Officers; (3). College Delegations; (4). The 



14 
 

3. Part 3: Shall serve as a member of the Senate with limited voting rights. The President of the Senate may 
only vote when the vote can break a tie. 

4. Part 4: Shall chair the Council of Presidents. 
5. Part 5: Shall have the authority to chair the Senate meetings. 
6. Part 6: Shall have the authority to appoint or remove a recording secretary in the absence of the SGA 

Secretary. 
 

Section 2: The Chair of the Senate 
1. Part 1: Duties of the Senate Chair 

1. To open the session at the time at which the assembly is to meet by taking the chair and calling the 
members to order. 

2. To announce the business before the assembly in the order in which it is to be acted upon, to state 
and put to vote all questions which are regularly moved, or necessarily arise in the course of 
proceedings, and to announce the results of the vote. 

3. To restrain the members when engaged in debate, within the rules of order, to enforce on all 
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Chapter 3: College Delegations 
 

Section 1: Definition of Colleges 
1. Part 1: The word “College” within the Constitution and the Bylaws will represent the following list: 

1. College of the Arts 
2. College of Business Administration 
3. College of Education 
4. College of Engineering 

5. College of Liberal Arts 
6. College of Nursing 
7. College of Sciences 
8. 
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Section 3: The STEP Council 
1. Part 1: The Council of Presidents, as voting members of the STEP Council, shall meet at least two times 
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Chapter 6: Standing Committees 
 
Section 1: All members of the Senate shall be assigned to one Standing Committee of the Senate by the Vice 
President, who will make adjustments deemed necessary to ensure adequate representation in each committee. 

 
Section 2: The Standing Committees of the Senate shall be: Finance; Rules and Ethics; Academics, Administration, 
and Student Services; Athletics, Intramurals, and Club Sports; Campus Affairs and Sustainability; Programming and 
Student Life and Diversity. In addition, the Elections Commission shall count as a Standing Committee for the 
purposes of assigning senators. 

 
Section 3: Each standing committee shall elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chair at its first meeting.  

1. Part 1: 
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4. Shall hold jurisdiction over all bylaw changes made in regards to the financial matters of the SGA 
proposed by the Senate. 

2. Part 2: The Rules and Ethics Committee 
1. Shall consist of six (6) members and the Chief Justice (or Deputy Chief Justice), who shall serve 

as chair of the committee. The Chief Justice (or Deputy Chief Justice) shall exercise a casting vote 
only. The Chief Justice (or Deputy Chief Justice) shall have the right to introduce legislation, 
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improvements. The committee is required to submit a written report of all of its findings to the 
Senate in a timely manner. 

4. Programming and Service: Shall plan SGA events focused on student engagement as well as 
Senate engagement. Shall communicate with other organizations on campus to collaborate for 
potential events. The committee must plan at least 3 student engagement events (one being 
passive-- tabling) and 1 Senate engagement event each semester. The committee shall also 
coordinate SGA’s participation in service events/projects including, but not limited to, the Big 
Event and Campus Cleanup. The Programming Committee will automatically serve as the Sneaux 
Day Committee. 

5. Student Life: Shall consist of seven (7) members, five (5) of whom must live on campus 
(preference given to RAs).  The committee shall be responsible for voicing student concerns about 
key supplemental services such as but not limited to housing, parking and transportation, campus 
safety, and mental health on campus.  This committee may act as an advisory committee to 
university administration and faculty on campus for changes/expansions to the campus services 
mentioned above and shall request meetings with administration and faculty at the committee's 
discretion or upon direction from the Senate Chair. 

3. Part 3: The Senate, by a resolution ratified by two-thirds of seats filled, may vary the numbers assigned to 
each of the above committees, with the exception of the Elections Commission, for the duration of that 
Senate’s term. 
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Section 2: Removal 
1. Part 1: If at any time a Justice relinquishes status of eligibility as established in Article 1, Chapter 6, a 

resolution of removal shall be introduced by the Senate for discussion and vote. 
2. Part 2: In case of absences or other conduct found to be in violation of the Bylaws (i.e. malfeasance and 

dereliction of duty of duty defined in Chapter 15.38 of the Code of Student Conduct) a justice may be 
removed as stated in Article 1, Chapter 8, of the By-Laws. 

 
 

Chapter 3: Responsibilities 
 
Section 1: General Responsibilities 

1. Part 1: Review all legislation and execute orders to ensure constitutionality of all happenings of the SGA 
within 1 week of passage. All Judicial opinions and decisions are to be delivered to the SGA President prior 
to the next regularly scheduled Senate Meeting. In addition, the Supreme Court Chief Justice or another 
member of the Court shall appear at each Senate meeting to deliver a Court report. 

2. Part 2: Hear and decide all cases of appeal with issues of concern, strictly limited to the powers of the SGA. 
3. Part 3: Elections Process 

1. Serve as the final oversight for any SGA election appeal. 
2. 
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Article Five: Elections, Vacancies, and Related Items 
 

Article Chapters Summary: (1). Election Dates, Voting, and Related Issues; (2). The Elections Commission; (3). 
Executive Branch Vacancies; (4). Legislative Branch Vacancies; (5). Judicial Branch Vacancies 

 
Chapter 1: Election Dates, Voting, and Related Issues 

 
Section 1: The Electorate 

1. Part 1: 
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Chapter 2: The Elections Commission 

Section 1: The power to administer SGA elections shall be vested in the Elections Commission. The Elections 
Commission is an independent body of the SGA. 

Section 2: The Elections Commission shall consist of three (3) members. 

1. Part 1: The Chief Elections Officer 
1. The Chief Electoral Officer shall be appointed at the final meeting of the Senate every Spring 

semester to a term of one (1) year. 
2. The Chief Electoral Officer shall have earned sixty (60) course credits and maintained a 2.75 

cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale if an undergraduate, or a 3.0 cumulative grade point 
average if a graduate student. The Chief Electoral Officer must maintain eligibility as defined by 
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Section 2: If the offices of the President, Vice-President, and Senate Chair fall vacant at the same time, the following 
procedure shall be followed: 

1. Part 1: The Senate shall be notified immediately of the vacancies. The notification shall be made by the 
SGA Secretary and shall include the instructions located in this Chapter. 

1. If no President or Vice-President was elected during Spring Elections, the new Senate shall be 
notified at least five business days prior to its first meeting. 

2. If the vacancies occur during the SGA term within twenty-four hours of a regularly scheduled 
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ballot in the ballot box, which shall be either placed at the front table or brought to each senator by 
either the Administrative Assistant or an Associate Justice. 

4. Once all ballots have been collected, the votes shall be counted at the Front Table. The Chief 
Justice and Associate Justices shall serve as the vote tellers. Each candidate, or a designated 
representative, may observe the counting of votes. 

5. Following the conclusion of the count, the Chief Justice shall announce the full results of the 
ballot. If there are only two candidates, or a candidate has secured an absolute majority of seats 
filled on the first ballot, they shall be deemed elected without need for further ballots. 

6. If no candidate receives an absolute majority on a ballot, the candidate receiving the lowest 
number of votes will be eliminated and a new ballot shall be conducted. This process shall repeat 
until a candidate has secured an absolute majority of seats filled. There shall be a one minute break 
between each ballot. Candidates shall have the option to withdraw after each ballot. 

7. Following the election for both the President and the Vice-President, the Senate may recess for up 
to five (5) minutes before conducting the next election. 

5. Part 5: Following the election of the President and Vice-President, the Chief Justice shall swear-in the 
successful candidates and vacate the chair. The Vice-President shall then preside over the election of a 
Senate Chair according to normal Senate procedures. 

 
Section 3: If the office of the Treasurer becomes vacant, the President shall nominate a qualified student for the 
position.  The nomination must be ratified by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate seats filled. 
 
 

Chapter 4: Legislative Branch Vacancies 
 
Section 1: In the case of a vacancy in the senatorial seats of a college, the Council of Presidents shall fill the 
vacancy. 

1. Part 1: The Council of Presidents may choose to hold an application and interview process to fill specific 
vacancies as they arise.  

2. Part 2: For vacancies that arise between the swearing in of the Senate and the end of the Fall Semester, the 
Council of Presidents may offer the vacancy to defeated election candidates, if they remain eligible. The 
Council of Presidents must offer the vacancy to candidates in the order of the most votes received. 

3. Part 3: The Council of Presidents may choose to appoint a number of alternate senators in all or some 
colleges as it deems necessary. Alternates shall become senators if a vacancy arises in the relevant college. 
Alternates must maintain minimum eligibility requirements but are not to be considered full SGA members 
unless they are appointed to fill a vacancy. 

4. Part 4: Freshmen vacancies may be filled by appointing eligible defeated candidates from the time of the 
Fall elections to the end of the Senate term. 

 
Section 2: The Council of Presidents shall adhere to the following guidelines for an application and interview 
process.  

1. Part 1: All application and interview processes will be announced in the Vermilion two (2) weeks prior to 
interviews and applications will be turned in one (1) week prior to the interview date. Applicants will then 
be notified by the Wednesday prior to interviews, which shall occur on the Friday of that same week, if 
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Section 3: Vacancies must be filled within five weeks of the vacancy arising. Summer and the Winter Break shall 
not count towards this requirement. Alternates may be appointed at any time, so long as it is in accordance with the 
timelines specified in the Section above. 
 
Section 4: In the case of a vacant college, the Council of Presidents (see Article IV) shall hold interviews and make 
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Article Six: Legislation and Non-Financial Procedures 
 

Article Chapters Summary: (1). Meetings; (2). Non-Financial Bills; (3). Procedures  
 

Chapter 1: Meetings 
 
Section 1: A quorum of the Legislative Branch or Judicial Branch shall consist of fifty percent plus one (50% +1) of 
the seats filled in the respective branch. 
 
Section 2: All meetings of the Senate and Supreme Court shall be public except when a two-third (2/3) vote of the 
particular body deems it necessary to go into a closed session. Invited guest are allowed admittance with a two-third 
(2/3) vote of Senate approval. 
 
Section 3: All meetings of the SGA shall be conducted according to parliamentary laws as set forth by Robert’s 
Rules of Order, Revised Edition, unless otherwise stipulated. 
 
 

Chapter 2: Non-Financial Bills 
 
Section 1: Definition of a Bill 

1. Part 1: A Bill is a proposal made by any Senate member for the approval of the entire Senate. 
2. Part 2: Bills may be submitted by a member of the Senate.  
3. Part 3: Bills of the Senate shall be turned in to the Senate Chair and the Business Committee at a date and 

time set so that the bill may be included on the agenda. 
4. Part 4: The types of bills debatable in the Senate are: Referendums, Governing Document Amendments, 

Resolutions, Appropriations, Grants, Commendations, and Condolences. Appropriations and Grants shall 
be considered “financial” legislation with all other forms of bills considered “non-financial” legislation.  

Section 2: Referendums 

1. Part 1: A Referendum is defined as any matter that must be voted on by the entire student body. 
2. Part 2: A Referendum will be placed on the ballot following a two-thirds vote of Senate seats filled.
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Article Seven: Financial Legislation and Administration 
 

Article Chapters Summary: (1). Individual Accounts; (2). Budgetary Periods; (3). Compliance Forms; (4). 
Appropriations; (5). Organizational Grants; (6). 
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4. Part 4: The provisional budget shall expire following the passage of the permanent semester budget. All 
unused money will revert to their original funds. 

5. Part 5: The Senate may only pass one provisional budget per semester. 
 
Section 4
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3. 
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Chapter 5: Organizational Grants 

 
Section 1: All funding appropriated to the Student Government Association from the Student Programming Fee shall 
be designated as the Student Organization Programming Fund. All money allocated from this fund shall be known 
as grants. 
 
Section 2: Programming Fund Committee 

1. Part 1: The Programming Fund Committee shall be responsible for reviewing all grant requests and making 
official recommendations to the Senate. 

2. Part 2: Membership – The Committee shall consist of the following members: 
1. The Treasurer, who shall serve as the chair of the committee. The Treasurer shall exercise a 

casting vote only. 
2. College Presidents or a designated senator from each college. 
3. The chairs of all Senate External Committees or a designated senator from the committee. 
4. The number of full voting 
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Article Eight: Amendment Process and Emergency Procedures 
 

Article Chapters Summary: (1). Amendment Process; (2). Emergency Procedures 
 
 

Chapter 1: Amendment Process 
 
A two-thirds vote of the Senate seats filled shall be necessary to amend the Bylaws of the Student Government 
Association.  
 
 

Chapter 2: Emergency Provisions 
 
Section 1: In the event of natural disaster or other calamity that would inhibit the ability of the SGA to conduct 
business in a normal manner, the SGA Senate shall, in limited circumstances specified below, have the ability to 
alter certain Bylaws by ordinary resolution for the duration of the crisis. 
 
Section 2: This Chapter may only be invoked in a situation where normal university business is suspended due to 
emergency circumstances for a period of at least three (3) calendar weeks or longer and if that suspension prevents 
the SGA Senate from conducting its normal business. For the purposes of this Chapter, regularly scheduled 
university holidays and the summer semester may not be considered as emergency circumstances. 
 
Section 3: The SGA Senate, by the power of resolution, shall have the power to alter or suspend Bylaws limited to 
the below activities. These alterations shall remain in force for the duration of the emergency circumstances and 
lapse immediately upon the resumption of normal university business. 

1. Part 1: The filling of executive branch vacancies, the appointment of executive cabinet officers, and the 
confirmation of members to serve on official SGA and university committees. The Senate may not waive 
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3. Part 3: All resolutions passed by the Senate must be automatically reviewed by the Judicial Branch to 
ensure they are constitutional and do not violate the above limitations or the spirit of the Bylaws. 

4. Part 4: Senators must receive draft copies of all resolutions altering the Bylaws at least twenty-four hours 
prior to any vote of approval. 

5. Part 5: Following the resumption of normal university business, all emergency rules shall lapse 
immediately. At its first reconvened meeting, the Senate must re-confirm any and all appointments to 
executive, judicial, and university positions still active. The Senate shall also have the power to create a 
committee to audit all SGA activities that occurred during the emergency circumstances and report its 
findings to the Senate. 

 
 

 


